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Class content

This course will focus broadly on 20th Century American Modernism, defined very loosely as 1910-1945. Poetry
and fiction will be considered alongside theoretical texts from both the early and later century. In addition to the
“high” Modernist writing of Eliot, Williams, and Pound, special attention will be paid to the Harlem Renaissance
and the avant-garde texts of Gertrude Stein and Djuna Barnes. The value of reading, studying, and teaching such
texts will also be considered throughout, through the lens of Martha Nussbaum’s “The Narrative Imagination.”
Class objectives

®  Students will be able to identify and explain the major themes of early 20t century literature.

®  Students will be able to articulate connections between form, language, and content across multiple
genres.

®  Students will be able to incorporate literary theory into their understanding of the literary text work and
present that understanding in both spoken and written form.

Class schedule

Class 1: Introductions

Class 2-3: Martha C. Nussbaum, from Cultivating Humanity, Ch. 3: “The Narrative Imagination”

Class 4-5: 1922-1923— T.S. Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent” and “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”;
Ezra Pound, Cantos 1 and 45; Williams, from Spring and All

Class 6-7: The Harlem Renaissance—Alain Locke, “The New Negro”’; Langston Hughes, “The Negro Speaks of
Rivers,” “Negro,” and “The Colored Soldier”; Claude McKay, “If We Must Die” and “America”; Angelina Weld
Grimke, “The Black Finger” and “Tenebris”

Class 8-9: WEB DuBois, “Of the Training of Black Men”; Ralph Ellison, “Battle Royal”

Class 10-11: Susan Bordo, “The Body and the Reproduction of Femininity”’; Djuna Barnes, “How It Feels to Be
Forcibly Fed”

Class 12: John Steinbeck, “The Chrysanthemums”

Class 13-14: Gertrude Stein, 7énder Buttons; “Composition as Explanation; “Miss Furr and Miss Skeene”
Class 15: Writing Conferences

Class 16: Conclusions

Textbook

Texts will be photocopied by the instructor.
Assessment

Participation 30 points
e  Students will be expected to offer comments and interpretations of the text; ask questions about literary
features, context, and language; and to propose topics and themes for each day’s discussion
Conference Style Presentation 30 points
e Students will each give a 15-minute presentation about any texts from Class 4-14. The presentation
should use the major themes and arguments of the theoretical texts to provide an interpretation of the
literary texts.
Conference Paper 40 points
e Students will revise the presentation, using the ensuing discussion and comments, into a 2000-word
Paper. The paper may include additional secondary research.
Total: 100 points

Note

e  This course will be conducted entirely in English, including all reading, writing, and discussion.
e  Students who take this course should already be comfortable with written and spoken English
communication.
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