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Course Goals and Methods :

Welcome to my special lecture on island sustainability focusing on islands of Okinawa. Upon completing this
class, students should be able to learn various concepts and tools or model cases to analyze the current issues
facing island sustainability such as socio-economic development and environmental conservation, work-life
balance, sustainable community, sustainable agriculture, sustainable tourism, networking and human resources
development and sustainable policies and management. Learn actual methods and practices of sustainability
through visiting local communities, industry, typical tourism sites and public authorities. Construct your own
sustainable models or arguments based on data / interviews/case studies. You are requested to present your field
research findings and in-depth analysis toward the end of class. You are requested to submit a quality term paper at
the end of this semester. This course aims at three Es, namely, Empowerment, encouragement, and
Enjoyment.

1. Course Goals :
Upon completing this course, students should be able to conduct independent research on the subject.

2. Required and Optional Texts:
Hiroshi Kakazu, Island Sustainability: Challenges and Opportunities for the Pacific Islands in a Globalized
World, Canada: Trafford Publishing, 2009.

Hiroshi Kakazu, Sustainable Development of Small Island Economies, Boulder: Westview Press, 1994,
Copies of these two books are reserved at the Meio library. You will be assigned reading materials from the
above books and from other sources related to the subject. Reading materials will also be posted on my
MEIO MEMBERS SNS site. You are expected to read these materials before your presence at my class.

3. Course Contents:
Week 1-Week 2:  What is Nissology (study of islands)? Definitions, characteristics, and Sustainability
Week 3-Week 4:  Approach for Island Development, Global Issues and Island Societies
Week 5-Week 6: Networking Island Societies
Week 7-Week 8: Sustainable Development of Okinawa’s Small Islands
Week 9-Week 10:  Sustainable Island Community and Culture
Week 11-Week 12:  Challenges for Sustainable Development
Week 13-Week 15:  Class Presentations based on Field Studies

4. Grading Policy Based on 100 Points :
Class Participation, including class activities and discussion (50point)
Presentation and Term Paper (50point). Otherwise, Meio University’s general grading rules will be applied.
Term papers must be submitted one week after your presentations through email or in hard copy in my
office. Failure to submit by the deadline will constitute late submission. Late papers will be penalized 5
points for each

5. Class Rules : You are expected to abide by your university rules and academic standard. Particularly you
should aware of the university Policy of Academic Honesty.
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